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Animalia > Chordata > Actinopterygii > Siluriformes > Ictaluridae

Aenuep

-

)

o dorsal

c fin SN Catfish have spines on the front

5 _— spine edge of their pectoral fins and their
pectoral barbels dorsal fin.

fin

\ They can lock their spines so that
they stick out from their bodies. This
makes them too big to fit inside

the mouths of some predators.

spine

yaiep
young - blue gray above, sides

lighter with spots, white below

Coloring Guide

adults - 25 to 80 cm (12 to 32”)] adults - dark gray or black
or gray below

Sometimes fisherman get stuck with
the spines if they don’'t handle the
catfish carefully.
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Z i barbels /

and .25 to 23 kg (0.5 to 50 Ibs) | above and sides, and white

blue catfish (a different, larger
species) can weigh over 50 kg
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g North American Distribution | Missouri Distribution Habitat (home/food/water) | Home o
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< large turbid streams or day - central channel orpool [ & © + 5
2 g rivers with slow currents or | night - shallows to feed 2 23
2 o reservoirs, ponds and lakes 2 ‘g W —
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